
ZERO WASTE EVENTS:
Tips, Tricks and "How-To's" for Reducing Waste at Your Events. 



My Background



Zero Waste



What is Zero Waste?

● Zer o Wast e:  def i ned as di ver t i ng 90% of  wast e 
ei t her  t o r ecycl i ng or  compost i ng f aci l i t i es,  wi t h 
a maxi mum of  10% goi ng t o t he l andf i l l ,  s t r i ves t o 
pr omot e:

○ wast e mi ni mi zat i on 

○ r educed consumpt i on

○ r ecycl i ng and compost i ng 



Why do Zero Waste Events Matter?

Think of composting and 
recycling as the gateway drug to 
sustainability

• Makes recycling & composting 
accessible to everyone (it can 
be an equalizer)

• Raise awareness of how our 
choices impact the environment 
and the supply chain

• Shows what best sustainability 
practices look like

Our waste 
is just the
tip of the 

“wasteberg
”

Upstream  
manufacturin
g waste is 70 
times greater



DON’T WASTE THE “GOOD STUFF”!

RECYCLABLES
25%

COMPOSTABLES
50%

TRASH
25%



What should be the goal of my zero waste event?

• Maximize Waste Diversion

• Provide Accessible Education to the 

Community 

• Conduct the Event Integrity and Metrics



Components to Successful 
Zero Waste Events



Procurement



Bin Parity



Communication: Tell Your Story

• Promotion: Include 
Information about zero waste 
events on the invitation and 
promotional material 

• Education/signage: Make 
sure signage includes all 
materials or physically adhere 
items to containers

• Ambassadors: Staff the 
stations or use folks who are 
willing to dig out contaminants



make your event Zero Waste
(and get extra credits!)

Sust ai nabl e Nei ghbor hoods Leader shi p Ret r eat  
03. 17. 2018



Rubber meets the 
road

Pl anni ng Checkl i st s

● Be f or e
● Dur i ng
● Af t e r



Before Your Event
❏ Set  Goal s
❏ I dent i f y wher e you’ l l  t hr ow your  wast e

❏ Composter dumpster at the school? Recycling toter at the home?
❏ A pickup truck to take the bags to a dumpster?

❏ Choose t he r i ght  mat er i al s
❏ Map st at i ons

❏ Next to the food table? Exits?
❏ Put recycling-compost-trash bins together

❏ Gat her  bi ns,  bags,  and si gns
❏ Recr ui t  and educat e vol unt eer s
❏ Pr omot e!



During Your Event
❏ Set  up st at i ons
❏ Check your  mat er i al s
❏ Assi gn vol unt eer s t o t hei r  t asks

❏ Helping folks sort? 
❏ Washing dishes?

❏ Change bags as needed
❏ Designate a “staging” area

❏ Enj oy!



After Your Event
❏ Col l ect  unused mat er i al s f or  r euse/ donat i on

❏ Save it for the next event? 
❏ Offer it up to your neighbors!

❏ Ensur e wast e i s goi ng t o t he pr oper  dumpst er
❏ Measur e
❏ Pr omot e!



Live and Learn
Case St udi es

● Thos e  a r e n’ t  c ompos t a bl e !
● You’ r e  s or t i ng a l l  wr ong!
● Who l e f t  t hi s  t r a s h he r e ?



Those aren’t compostable!



You’re sorting all wrong!



Who left this trash here?



We’re here to help!
Resour ces

● For  La ke wood ne i ghbor hoods
● For  De nve r  ne i ghbor hoods



Lakewood Resources
Lakewood Gui de: Gui de,  checkl i st s,  t i ps >> Lakewood. or g/ Zer oWast e Tool s

Sust ai nabl e Nei ghbor hoods Tool k i t :  
• checkl i st  
• bi ns
• si gns 
• bags
• compost abl e ser vi ng war e 
• t r acki ng sheet s 
• scal es 
• >> Cont act  Al yssa



Denver Resources
Compost / Recycl e Ser vi ce :  s i gn up f or  a car t  >> Cont act  Megan

Sust ai nabl e Nei ghbor hoods Tool k i t :  
• checkl i st  
• bi ns
• si gns 
• bags
• compost abl e ser vi ng war e 
• t r acki ng sheet s 
• scal es 
• >> Cont act  Tayl or



Ask us questions!

Lynn Coppedge

➔ Ci t y of  Lakewood
Seni or  Sust ai nabi l i t y Pl anner

➔ l yncop@l akewood. or g
➔ 303- 987- 7686

Megan Lane

➔ Ci t y & Count y of  Denver
Recycl i ng Pr ogr am Admi ni st r at or

➔ megan. l ane@denver gov. or g
➔ 303- 446- 3404
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